
WHAT TO KNOW 
BEFORE BUYING A GUN

GUNS DON’T MAKE SOCIETY SAFER. 
MORE GUNS LEAD TO:

More deaths

More assaults

More stolen guns used in crime

GUNS DON’T MAKE YOU SAFER. 
A GUN IN THE HOME:

Increase the risk of escalation

Discourage people from speaking or showing up

Are less effective than non-violent resistance

Doubles your risk of homicide

Triples your risk of suicide

Makes domestic violence five times

more lethal

GUNS AREN’T PROTECTIVE.
DEFENSIVE GUN USE IS:

Rare compared to gun harm

Not shown to reliably reduce injury

Often involves legal risk or escalation

Home security and environmental safety
Non-lethal self-defense tools
Situational awareness and de-escalation training
Self-defense classes focused on non-lethal means
Community support and mutual aid

SAFER ALTERNATIVES TO GUNS 
INCLUDE:

Store it locked and unloaded
Train regularly and realistically
Understand the risks to yourself and others
Prioritize de-escalation

GUNS DON’T STOP OPPRESSION. 
INSTEAD, THEY:

IF YOU CHOOSE TO BUY A GUN,
BE SURE TO:
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